Town of Jena
Regular Meeting
November 1, 2021

The Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Jena, Louisiana, met in regular session on
Monday, November 1, 2021, at 9:00 a.m. at their regular meeting place, the Town Hall.

Mayor LaDawn C. Edwards called the meeting to order; Councilman David Paul Jones opened
the meeting with prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present: Council members Donny Richardson, Tommy Sandifer, David Paul Jones, Lester
Francis, Wayne Chapman, and Attorney Evans Dorroh.

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was dispensed on a motion by Mr.
Chapman and seconded by Mr. Francis. Motion unanimously passed.

Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the financial report. Motion
unanimously passed.

Mr. Francis made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to authorize Kara Callender to sign
release and hold harmless agreement on behalf of Jena Police Department. Motion
unanimously approved.

Mr. Sandifer made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to adopt a resolution adopting the LaSalle
Parish Hazard Mitigation Plan for 2021. Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Sandifer made a motion seconded by Mr. Jones to hire Jerry Davis as a full time Police
Officer effective 10/13/2021. Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Jones to introduce the 2022 budgets for the
General, Utility and Sales Tax funds. Motion unanimously approved.

Councilmen Lester Francis and Tommy Sandifer gave the Street Committee update. The
street reconstruction project started this past week. Repair work was slowed this month due
to a high volume of water leaks.

Fire Fighter Jeffery Benson presented the Fire Report

Police Chief Scott McLendon presented the police report.

Assistant Superintendent Ricky Haggart presented the utility report.

Mayor Edwards announced that the Premier Opening of the Strand Theater was a huge
success. The silent auction brought in $1,915.00 and t-shirt sales were $1,100. Thank you to

Butch King for providing music and to Evans Dorroh for serving as MC for the night. Also,
thank you to Strand Coordinator Sheila Mason for working diligently to make sure



everything was perfect for the event. The Strand was also open for popcorn and tours on
Homecoming Day. Thank you to Troop and Pack 14 for moving the two benches and trash
can from the nature trail to the park. The creek has rerouted due to heavy rains, and it was
best the benches were moved away from the creek. They worked on this project for two days
and we appreciate their service to the community. The benches and trashcan are now located
by the big bridge in the town park. Trunk or Treat was an enormous success with over 900
children attending. Thank you to all the business, churches and organizations who
participated. The sales tax collections for September 2020 were $89,923.49 compared to
2021 collections of $103,378.74. Shop the Block will be held Thursday, November 18,
2021, from 10:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. Santa will be at the Town Hall with pictures taken by
Pam Dean. The Senior Citizen’s Christmas party will be held at First Baptist Church Friday,
December 3, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. The Christmas Parade will be held Friday, December
10,2021, The Grand Marshal is the Front-Line Workers, and the theme will be “A Christmas
Miracle.”

As there was no other business to be brought before the Mayor and Town Council, Mr.
Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to adjourn the meeting. The meeting
was adjourned at 9:30 a.m.
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