
Town of Jena 

Regular Meeting 

December 5, 2022 

 

The Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Jena, Louisiana, met in regular session on 
Monday, December 5, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. at their regular meeting place, the Town Hall. 
 
Mayor LaDawn C. Edwards called the meeting to order; Councilman Tommy Sandifer opened 
the meeting with prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Present: Council members, Donny Richardson, Tommy Sandifer, David Paul Jones, Lester 
Francis, Wayne Chapman, and Attorney Evans Dorroh. 
 
The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was dispensed on a motion by Mr. 
Chapman and seconded by Mr. Francis.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the financial report.  Motion 
unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Francis made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to open a public hearing to hear 
comments on the 2023 Budgets for General, Utility and Sales Tax Funds and Amended 
Ordinance 149-Flood Damage Prevention.  Motion unanimously approved.  No comments 
were made on either subject.  Mr. Sandifer made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to close 
the public hearing.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Jones made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to adopt the 2023 Budgets for the General, 
Utility and Sales Tax Funds.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Chapman made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to adopt amended Ordinance 149-Flood 
Damage Prevention.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Sandifer made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis in support of entering into a cooperative 
endeavor agreement wit the State of Louisiana to accept $100,000 to purchase equipment for 
the utility department.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Chapman made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to transfer $400,000 from the Sewer 
Contingency Fund checking account into a Certificate of Deposit in the name of the Sewer 
Contingency Fund.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Jones to move the January Council meeting 
to January 9, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. due to the New Year’s Holiday.  Motion unanimously 
approved. 
  
Firefighter Jeffery Benson presented the Fire Report. 
 
Superintendent Ronny Steele presented the utility report. 



 
Mayor Edwards thanked the Town of Jena crew for working very hard at getting the 
Christmas Decorations up.  She also thanked June Fowler and the LaSalle Parish Police Jury 
for continually working with the Town to better both the town and the parish. 
 
Mrs. Edwards also announced the following events: 
 
The Senior Citizen’s Christmas Dinner which was be held Friday, December 2nd at the First 
Baptist Church Family Life Center was a great success. Thank you to all the donors, 
volunteers and those who prepared the meal and deserts.   
 
The Annual Jena Christmas Parade will be held December 9th at 6:00 p.m.  This year’s theme 
is Hometown Christmas, and the Grand Marshall is the Dixie Darlings Softball Team. 
 
JHS Operation Graduation is hosting Breakfast with the Grinch and Christmas Tour of 
Homes. 
 
Shady Grove United Pentecostal Church will perform a Christmas musical at the Strand 
Theater Tuesday, December 13th. 
 
As there was no other business to be brought before the Mayor and Town Council, Mr. 
Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 9:29 a.m.  
 
  
 
__________________________________       ________________________________ 
TOWN CLERK, Cory Floyd      MAYOR, LaDawn C. Edwards 


