
Town of Jena 

Regular Meeting 

March 6, 2023 

 

The Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Jena, Louisiana, met in regular session on 
Monday, March 6, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. at their regular meeting place, the Town Hall. 
 
Mayor LaDawn C. Edwards called the meeting to order; Councilman Wayne Chapman opened 
the meeting with prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Present: Council members, Donny Richardson, Tommy Sandifer, David Paul Jones, Lester 
Francis, Wayne Chapman, and Attorney Evans Dorroh. 
 
The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was dispensed on a motion by Mr. Sandifer 
and seconded by Mr. Francis.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the financial reports for 
December 2022 and January 2023.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Francis made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to adopt a resolution accepting the 
Municipal Water Pollution Prevention Plan. Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Chapman made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to introduce an amendment to the 2022 
Sales Tax Budget.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to hire Cody Dubois as a patrolman 
effective February 27, 2023.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Fire Fighter Jeffery Benson presented the Fire Report. 
 
Police Chief Scott McClendon presented the police report. 
 
Superintendent Ronny Steele presented the utility report. 
 
Mayor Edwards announced that the LCDBG Street project is in a slight delay due to 
additional Environmental Review needed from the consultants.  Mayor Edwards, Cory Floyd 
and Ronny Steele attended the quarterly GEO Community Relations Luncheon at the Strand 
Theater February 15th.   Sales tax collections for January 2022 were $127,003.89 compared 
to 2023 collections of $85,326.59.  February 2022 collections were $105,994.95 compared to 
2023 collections of $176,379.49.  The Special Olympics will be held March 24th at 9:00 a.m. 
at the Jena High School football stadium.  Easter in the Park will be held at Jena Town Park 
on Good Friday, April 7th.  The Strand Theater has several upcoming events including:  
Avery Michaels and Friends March 8th and Beauty Pageants March 25th and May 20th.  
Thank you to Harold Carter for his amazing work installing the new LED lighting at the 
Dixie Boys ball fields.  Thank you to David Conley and Darron Poole for building the 
shelving inside the vault.   



 
As there was no other business to be brought before the Mayor and Town Council, Mr. 
Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 9:26 a.m.  
 
  
 
__________________________________       ________________________________ 
TOWN CLERK, Cory Floyd      MAYOR, LaDawn C. Edwards 


