Town of Jena
Regular Meeting
August 4, 2025

The Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Jena, Louisiana, met in regular session on Monday, August 4, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. at their regular meeting place, the Town Hall.

Mayor LaDawn Edwards called the meeting to order; Councilman Lester Francis opened the meeting with prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Council members David Paul Jones, Tommy Sandifer, Donny Richardson, Wayne Chapman, Lester Francis and Attorney Evans Dorroh

Mr. Sandifer made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to add an item to the agenda.  The item added as number 19 and will be titled “adopt a resolution in support of the State of Louisiana purchasing Kitterlin Creek Bay.”  Motion unanimously approved.


The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was dispensed on a motion by Mr. Richardson and seconded by Mr. Jones.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Chapman made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to approve the financial reports for June 2025.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Jones made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to open a public hearing to hear comments on Ordinance 213 to annex Charles and Patricia Moffett property.  Motion unanimously approved.  No comments were made.  Mr. Francis made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to close the public hearing.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Sandifer to adopt Ordinance 213 to annex Charles and Patricia Moffett property.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Chapman made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to move item 9 to the bottom of the agenda.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Sandifer made a motion second by Mr. Chapman to approve the billboard placement near 3748 W Oak St.  Motion unanimously failed.
 
Mr. Chapman made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to open bids for the demolition of 2730 and 2724 E Oak St.  Motion unanimously approved.  The bids were as follows:
	Construction Management Enterprises, LLC		$28,500.00
	Reggie Loe Contracting, LLC				  19,750.00
	Aubrey Ford						  16,000.00
	Casey Jones						  17,500.00

Mr. Chapman made a motion seconded by Mr. Sandifer to award the demolition of 2730 and 2724 E Oak St contract to the low bidder Aubrey Ford, pending insurance verification. If insurance verification is unsuccessful, the award with fall to Casey Jones then Reggie Loe Contracting, LLC.  Motion unanimously approved.
Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to move the September Council meeting to Monday, September 8, 2025, due to the Labor Day Holiday.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Sandifer made a motion second by Mr. Richardson to deny the alcohol permit for American Choice Pit Stop, LLC located at 2109 N First St. The permit was previously denied for the same business at the same location at the February 3, 2025, meeting.  The business is still too close to the church to be eligible for an alcohol permit.  Motion unanimously approved. 

Fire Chief Josh Corley presented the Fire Report.

Superintendent Ronny Steele presented the Utility Report.

Mayor Edwards announced that Sales Along 84 will be held September 4-6, 2025. The Mayor encourages local businesses to participate and stay open extended hours.  The Splash Pad has had a great summer and will close Sunday, September 28, 2025.  School begins Wednesday, August 6th.  Please be in prayer for our students and teachers.  Also, please be cautious on the roads.  The town was awarded in a Local Government Assistance Grant in the amount of $35,000 to purchase a ¾ ton pickup truck for the utility department.  The LEDD Legislative Update meeting will be held Thursday, August 28th at 6:00 p.m. at the Strand Theater.  Stage curtains for the Strand Theater have been ordered.  Thank you to Jim Justiss for finding the vendor and helping identify exactly what was needed.  Ms. JoAnn Stevens will host a book signing for her newly released book “Laughter from the Funeral Parlor” Saturday, September 6th at the LaSalle Parish Library.

Mr. Francis made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to adopt a resolution in support of the State of Louisiana purchasing Kitterlin Creek Bay.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Sandifer made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to delete item #9 from the agenda. Motion unanimously approved.

As there was no other business to be brought before the Mayor and Town Council, Mr. Jones made a motion seconded by Mr. Richardson  to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:42 a.m. 

 

__________________________________  	 	________________________________
TOWN CLERK, Cory Floyd				MAYOR , LaDawn C. Edwards
