Town of Jena
Regular Meeting
September 8, 2025

The Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Jena, Louisiana, met in regular session on Monday, September 8, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. at their regular meeting place, the Town Hall.

Mayor LaDawn Edwards called the meeting to order; Councilman Wayne Chapman opened the meeting with prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Council members David Paul Jones, Tommy Sandifer, Donny Richardson, Wayne Chapman, Lester Francis and Attorney Walter Dorroh, Jr.

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was dispensed on a motion by Mr. Richardson and seconded by Mr. Jones.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Chapman made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to approve the financial reports for July 2025.  Motion unanimously approved.

The audit report for the year ended December 31, 2024, was presented by Scott Adams of Silas Simmons LLP.  In his report Mr. Adams stated that the town is in sound financial condition and there were no audit findings.  Mr. Sandifer made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to accept the audit report as presented.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Richardson made a motion second by Mr. Jones to approve an alcohol permit for Birdies Fuel and Food Jena located at 3714 W Oak St. Motion unanimously approved.

Superintendent Ronny Steele presented Gas Public Awareness training.

Fire Chief Josh Corley presented the Fire Report.

Superintendent Ronny Steele presented the Utility Report.

Mayor Edwards announced that sales tax collection for the month of July 2024 was $122,757.10 with 2025 being $85,290.70. Collections for August 2024 were $131,536.25 with 2025 being $126,940.62.  The LEDD Legislative Update meeting featuring Representatives Riser and Firment and Senator Womack, was held Thursday, August 28th at 6:00 p.m. at the Strand Theater.  Thank you to Councilmen Richardson, Chapman and Sandifer and Superintendent Steele for attending.  Sales Along 84 was held September 4-6, 2025. The Mayor hopes that all local businesses had a great turnout for the event.  The Splash Pad will close on Sunday, September 28, 2025.  Stage curtains for the Strand Theater have been delivered.  We are still awaiting the delivery of the tracks.  The Walk for Recovery program will be held Saturday, September 13 beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Howdy Neighbor Day will be October 4th at the Jena Town Park.  Jena High School homecoming will be October 17th. Trunk or Treat will be held October 30th, 6-8 p.m., ages 0-12 years at the Amphitheater in the Jena Park.  Door to door trick or treating will be held

As there was no other business to be brought before the Mayor and Town Council, Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis  to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:38 a.m. 
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