Town of Jena
Regular Meeting
December 1, 2025

The Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Jena, Louisiana, met in regular session on Monday, December 1, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. at their regular meeting place, the Town Hall.

Mayor LaDawn Edwards called the meeting to order; Councilman David Paul Jones opened the meeting with prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Council members David Paul Jones, Tommy Sandifer, Donny Richardson, Wayne Chapman, Lester Francis and Attorney Evans Dorroh

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was dispensed on a motion by Mr. Francis and seconded by Mr. Chapman.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Sandifer to approve the financial reports for October 2025.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Sandifer made a motion second by Mr. Jones to open a public hearing to hear comments on the 2026 budgets.  Motion unanimously approved.  No comments were received. Mr. Chapman made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to close the public hearing.  Motion unanimously approved.  

Mr. Jones made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to adopt the 2026 Budgets for General, Utility and Sales Tax funds.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Richardson made a motion second by Mr. Francis to adopt a resolution in support of applying for  an LGAP grant.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Francis made a motion seconded by Mr. Jones to move the January council meeting to January 12, 2026, due to the holidays.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Jones to introduce an amendment to Ordinance 212.   Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Sandifer made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to adopt a resolution regarding a lease-purchase agreement for the purpose of financing a “Water and Gas Metering System.”  Motion unanimously approved.

Firefighter Jeffery Benson presented the Fire Report.

Superintendent David Batchelor presented the Utility Report.

Mayor Edwards announced that Sales tax collection for October 2024 was $140,388.60 compared to 2025 collections of $98,536.77.  The Downtown Block Party was held Thursday November 20th 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. and Friday November 21 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  The local merchants were very pleased with the outcome of the two day event.  Thank you to everyone who participated.  The town crew will be busy this week decorating downtown for Christmas.  We appreciate all the local businesses for decorating their store fronts so beautifully.  The Senior Citizen’s Christmas Dinner will be held Friday, December 5th at the First Baptist Church Family Life Center.  Doors open at 5:30 p.m. The Christmas Parade will be held Friday, December 12th.  Thank you to the parade committee Micky Cockerham, Karen Creel, Ethel Smith and Stephanie McDowell.  Congratulations to the Jena Giants for a wonderful season.  They will play in the semi finals at home this Friday night at 7:00 p.m.  Thank you to Carl Smith with Blade-N-Barrel for providing the fireworks at the football games.  Several nuisance letters have gone out lately.  We have also been working with attorneys to proceed with the condemnation of multiple dilapidated properties.

As there was no other business to be brought before the Mayor and Town Council, Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:19 a.m. 
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