Town of Jena
Regular Meeting
April 6, 2026

The Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Jena, Louisiana, met in regular session on Monday, April 6, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. at their regular meeting place, the Town Hall.

Mayor LaDawn Edwards called the meeting to order; Councilman Donny Richardson opened the meeting with prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Council members Donny Richardson, Tommy Sandifer, Wayne Chapman, Lester Francis, and Attorney Evans Dorroh 

Absent:  Councilman David Paul Jones

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was dispensed on a motion by Mr. Francis and seconded by Mr. Sandifer.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Sandifer to approve the financial reports for February 2026.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Sandifer made a motion second by Mr. Francis to open a public hearing to hear comments on the 2025 Amended Budget for the Utility Fund.  Motion unanimously passed.  No comments were made.  Mr. Francis made a motion seconded by Mr. Sandifer to close the public hearing.  Motion unanimously passed.

Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to adopt an amendment to the 2025 Utility Fund budget.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to hire Connor Duff as a full-time Patrolman effective March 26, 2026.  Motion unanimously passed.

Mr. Chapman made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to hire Lance Floyd as a full-time Patrolman effective April 1, 2026.  Motion unanimously passed.

Mr. Sandifer made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to adopt a resolution for the Municipal Water Pollution Prevention Plan.  Motion unanimously passed.

Mr. Chapman made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to approve the 2025 Louisiana Compliance Questionnaire.  Motion unanimously passed.

Mr. Sandifer made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to introduce Ordinance 214 to adopt the International Property Maintenance Code.  Motion unanimously passed.

Town resident Addie Mills addressed the Council regarding the need for a dangerous dogs ordinance inside the town limits of Jena.

Firefighter Jeffery Benson presented the Fire report.

Police Chief Scott McLendon presented the Police Report.

Superintendent David Batchelor presented the Utility Report.

Mayor Edwards announced that February 2025 sales tax collections were $130,982.25 compared to 2026 collections of $127,490.67.  The 12th annual Easter in the Park was held Good Friday, April 12, 2026, at the Jena Town Park beginning at 11 am.  It was a perfect day with beautiful weather.  Thank you to all the participants and volunteers.  Also, thank you to Homeland Federal Savings Bank for supplying the eggs and prizes.  Baseball and Softball season are in full swing.  For the safety of the children, motorists are asked to avoid the park if possible and drive with care if you must drive through the park.  Former Town of Jena Utility crew leader Kunta Walker passed away this past month.  He will be greatly missed.  Please be in prayer for his family and friends.  Ronnie McDowell will perform at the Strand Theater Saturday, April 11, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.  Tickets are available online. 

As there was no other business to be brought before the Mayor and Town Council, Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Sandifer to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:02 a.m. 

 

__________________________________  	 	________________________________
TOWN CLERK, Cory Floyd				MAYOR, LaDawn C. Edwards
