Town of Jena
Regular Meeting
May 4, 2026

The Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Jena, Louisiana, met in regular session on Monday, May 4, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. at their regular meeting place, the Town Hall.

Mayor LaDawn Edwards called the meeting to order; Councilman Tommy Sandifer opened the meeting with prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Council members Donny Richardson, Tommy Sandifer, David Paul Jones, Wayne Chapman, Lester Francis, and Attorney Evans Dorroh 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was dispensed on a motion by Mr. Chapman and seconded by Mr. Francis.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to approve the financial reports for March 2026.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Jones made a motion second by Mr. Chapman to open a public hearing to hear comments on Ordinance 214 to adopt the International Property Maintenance Code.  Motion unanimously passed.  No comments were made.  Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to close the public hearing.  Motion unanimously passed.

Mr. Sandifer made a motion seconded by Mr. Jones to adopt Ordinance 214 to adopt the International Property Maintenance Code.  Motion unanimously approved.

Firefighter Jeffery Benson presented the Fire report.

Police Chief Scott McLendon presented the Police Report.

Superintendent David Batchelor presented the Utility Report.

Mayor Edwards announced that March 2025 sales tax collections were $76,538.77 compared to 2026 collections of $102,821.47.  The hanging baskets and banners will be hung in the next few weeks.  The plans for the sewer grit system have been completed and are being advertised for bid.  Bids will be opened June 4, 2026, at 11:30.  Congratulations to the Jena Lady Giants and the LaSalle Lady Tigers for their outstanding performances this season.  The Dangerous Dogs Ordinance is under advisement.

As there was no other business to be brought before the Mayor and Town Council, Mr. Francis made a motion seconded by Mr. Richardson to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 a.m. 
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