Town of Jena
Regular Meeting
June 1, 2026

The Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Jena, Louisiana, met in regular session on Monday, June 1, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. at their regular meeting place, the Town Hall.

Mayor LaDawn Edwards called the meeting to order; Councilman David Paul Jones opened the meeting with prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Council members Donny Richardson, Tommy Sandifer, David Paul Jones, Wayne Chapman, Lester Francis, and Attorney Walter Dorroh, Jr. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was dispensed on a motion by Mr. Sandifer and seconded by Mr. Jones.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to approve the financial reports for April 2026.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Francis made a motion second by Mr. Chapman to adopt the millage rate for the tax year 2026.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to authorize Chief McLendon to sign a five-year agreement with Axon Enterprises, Inc. for the purchase of Tasers and Body Cameras, pending review by the Town Attorney.  Motion unanimously passed.

Mr. Chapman made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to approve the Conducted Energy Device policy as part of the Jena Police Department operating procedures, pending review by the Town Attorney.  Motion unanimously passed.

Mr. Francis made a motion seconded by Mr. Richardson to accept the Jena Police Department proposal to move forward with drafting an amendment to Ordinance 131-Personnel Policies to allow for limited overtime pay.  Motion unanimously passed.

Assistant Fire Chief Charlie Savell presented the Fire report.

Police Chief Scott McLendon presented the Police Report.

Superintendent David Batchelor presented the Utility Report.

Mayor Edwards announced that April 2025 sales tax collections were $144,958 compared to 2026 collections of $142,646.  The hanging baskets, flags and banners have been hung in the downtown area.  The plans for the sewer grit system have been completed and are being advertised for bid.  Bids will be opened June 4, 2026, at 11:30.  The Splash Pad is now open.  Little Leage teams are practicing for all star tournaments so please continue to drive carefully through the park.  Numerous Vacation Bible Schools are being held this summer at various churches.  I encourage all parents to enroll their children in one of the local VBS’s.

As there was no other business to be brought before the Mayor and Town Council, Mr. Jones made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:27 a.m. 

 

__________________________________  	 	________________________________
TOWN CLERK, Cory Floyd				MAYOR, LaDawn C. Edwards
