Town of Jena
Regular Meeting
July 6, 2026

The Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Jena, Louisiana, met in regular session on Monday, July 6, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. at their regular meeting place, the Town Hall.

Mayor LaDawn Edwards called the meeting to order; Councilman Lester Francis opened the meeting with prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Council members Donny Richardson, Tommy Sandifer, Wayne Chapman, Lester Francis, and Attorney Evans Dorroh 

Absent:  Councilman David Paul Jones

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was dispensed on a motion by Mr. Francis and seconded by Mr. Chapman.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to approve the financial reports for May 2026.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Sandifer made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to adopt a resolution adopting the LaSalle Parish Hazard Mitigation Plan 2026.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to introduce an amendment to Ordinance 131-Personnel Policies to allow for limited police overtime pay.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Sandifer made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to adopt a resolution awarding the contract for Grit Chamber System Improvements to Womack & Sons Construction Group, LLC in the amount of $729,842.00.  Motion unanimously approved.

Firefighter Jeffery Benson presented the Fire report.

Patrolman Kyle Robertson presented the Police Report.

Mayor Edwards announced that May 2025 sales tax collections were $191,100.53 compared to 2026 collections of $133,888.76.  The Splash Pad is now open and running smoothly.  Thank you to the following individuals:
Rachel Floyd and the other volunteers who organized America’s 250th Independence Day Celebration held at the Jena Town Park.  
Mark Windham for organizing the fire works display near the Belah Methodist Church.
Josh Corley and the Jena Fire Department Team for displaying the 10’x15’ American Flag from the 50’ ladder truck.  The site was breathtaking.  
The LEDD Legislative update will be held July 21, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at the Strand Theater.  The FY 2025 audit fieldwork was completed last month.  We will receive that report during the coming weeks.  Thank you to Town Clerk Cory Floyd and her staff for their hard work in providing the necessary information to complete the audit.

Mr. Sandifer made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to add an item entitled “Adopt a proclamation declaring July 27-31 as Business and Industry Appreciation Week” to the agenda.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Sandifer made a motion second by Mr. Francis to adopt a proclamation declaring July 27-31 as Business and Industry Appreciation Week.

As there was no other business to be brought before the Mayor and Town Council, Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:31 a.m. 

 

__________________________________  	 	________________________________
TOWN CLERK, Cory Floyd				MAYOR, LaDawn C. Edwards
