Town of Jena
Regular Meeting
August 3, 2026

The Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Jena, Louisiana, met in regular session on Monday, August 3, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. at their regular meeting place, the Town Hall.

Mayor LaDawn Edwards called the meeting to order; Councilman Wayne Chapman opened the meeting with prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Council members Donny Richardson, Tommy Sandifer, David Paul Jones, Wayne Chapman, Lester Francis, and Attorney Evans Dorroh 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was dispensed on a motion by Mr. Jones and seconded by Mr. Francis.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to approve the financial reports for June 2026.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Sandifer made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to open a public hearing to hear comments on the Amendment to the Personnel Policies Ordinance 131 regarding Limited Police Overtime Pay.  Motion unanimously approved.  No written or oral comments were received.  Mr. Sandifer made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to close the public hearing.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to adopt an amendment to Ordinance 131-Personnel Policies to allow for limited police overtime pay.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Jones made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to move the September Council meeting to Monday, September 14, 2026, due to the Labor Day Holiday.  Motion unanimously approved.

Assistant Fire Chief Charlie Savel presented the Fire report.

Patrolman Kyle Robertson presented the Police Report.

Superintendent David Batchelor presented the Utility Report.

Mayor Edwards announced that June 2025 sales tax collections were $136,865.92 compared to 2026 collections of $117,678.64.  The LEDD Legislative update was held July 21, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at the Strand Theater.  Thank you to Senator Womack, Representative Riser and Representative Firment for participating in this event.  School begins August 5, please use extra caution when driving.  Thank you to the community groups, churches and individuals who held backpack and school supply drives.  Qualifying for the upcoming Municipal elections will be held August 5-7.  Wiring for the Town Square should start next week.  Ventilation will be added to the Dixie Boys bathroom.  Our sincere condolences to the family of Mr. Harold Carter.  Sales along Hwy 84 will be held September 10-12, 2026.  Thank you to Lavelle Evans for all of your hard work in planning this event.
As there was no other business to be brought before the Mayor and Town Council, Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Jones to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 a.m. 
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