Town of Jena
Regular Meeting
September 14, 2026

The Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Jena, Louisiana, met in regular session on Monday, September 14, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. at their regular meeting place, the Town Hall.

Mayor LaDawn Edwards called the meeting to order; Councilman Donny Richardson opened the meeting with prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Council members Donny Richardson, Tommy Sandifer, David Paul Jones, Wayne Chapman, Lester Francis, and Attorney Walter Dorroh, Jr. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was dispensed on a motion by Mr. Sandifer and seconded by Mr. Francis.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the financial reports for July 2026.  Motion unanimously approved.

The audit report for the year ended December 31, 2025, was presented by Scott Adams of Silas Simmons LLP.  In his report Mr. Adams stated that the town is in sound financial condition and there were no audit findings.  Mr. Adams pointed out that the gas and sewer systems both operated at a loss for the year 2025 and management should consider a rate adjustment.  Mr. Sandifer made a motion seconded by Mr. Richardson to accept the audit report as presented.  Motion unanimously approved.

Mr. Jones made a motion seconded by Mr. Chapman to introduce amended ordinance 157 regarding utility rates as amended.  Motion unanimously approved.

Assistant Fire Chief Charlie Savel presented the Fire report.

Patrolman Kyle Robertson presented the Police Report.

Superintendent David Batchelor presented the Utility Report.

Mayor Edwards announced that wiring at the Town Square Pavillion is underway.  Lighting and ceiling fans will be installed.  New playground equipment was installed at the Town Park recently.  This equipment was funded by a much appreciated grant received from Wal-Mart. Sales along Hwy 84 was held Thursday through Saturday, September 10-12.  Thank you to LaVelle Evans and the committee for your hard work organizing the event and thank you to the local merchants and individuals who participated.  The event was again this year, a huge success.  The splash pad closed yesterday, completing a very successful summer season.  Thank you to Woodman Life for sponsoring the 9/11 event.  Howdy Neighbor Day will be held Saturday, October 3rd.  Trunk or Treat will be held Thursday, October 29 at the Jena Town Park from 6 to 8 p.m.  Jena High School Homecoming is scheduled for Friday, November 6th.   

As there was no other business to be brought before the Mayor and Town Council, Mr. Richardson made a motion seconded by Mr. Francis to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:06 a.m. 
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